
My name is River, I use he/they pronouns, and I’m running for student president this year. 
For background, I am a LGBT+ disabled student currently in 3rd year, studying Forensic 
Investigation. I’m originally from Aberdeen but spent the majority of my childhood growing up 
in Dubai, UAE. I am this year’s LGBT+ Liberation Officer and have been part of the LGBT+ 
Committee since early 2019, as well as being part of Student Voice, Senate, and the 
Equality & Diversity Committee.  
 
If you vote for me, this is what I want to achieve: 

 Implement gender neutral changing areas in the ARC, making sports more inclusive 
to trans and gender non-conforming students. 

 Promote hosting some more sober events within the Students’ Association, which is 
more inclusive to those who don’t drink. 

 With your input, improve online learning for students, and adjusting back to on-
campus learning, making it more manageable for students and staff alike. 

 Increase funding for liberation and representation groups. 

 Build upon the sustainability we have already achieved on campus. 
 
You should vote for me as I’m passionate about making the university more inclusive, safe, 
and happy for students from all backgrounds. The Students’ Association has never had a 
trans full time officer, and I can offer perspectives from both a home and international point 
of view. I believe my input would be valuable and things can get done to make GCU a better 
place. You can contact me on Facebook or Instagram, or by email at 
dgowan201@caledonian.ac.uk with any questions you may have. 
 
Voting opens on March 1st, so if you agree with my policies, please give me your first 
preference vote on the GCU Students website! 
 
 


