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Society Constitution

1.0	Name
1.1	The Society shall be known as Nigerian Students Society
	(hereinafter referred to as the “Society”). It shall be affiliated to Glasgow Caledonian University Students’ Association (hereinafter referred to as the “SA”) and shall be bound by the constitution and rules of the SA (available on the ‘About Us’ section of the GCUSA website).

2.0	Objectives
2.1	The objectives of the Society shall be
	
· To unify Nigerian students in GCU
·  To encourage social cohesion among Nigerians and other students
·  To promote the culture of Nigeria to other international student
· To create a forum for Nigerian students to discuss and solve common problems as it affects our nation and other international students
·  To create a platform for a future alumni of GCU

3.0	Membership
3.1	Membership shall be open to all students at GCU. A full Member will be a student from GCU. An Associate Member will be GCU graduates and GCU staff

4.0	Voting Rights
4.1	For a member to qualify for voting rights at a Society general meeting they must have completed a membership form and paid the annual membership fee.
5.0	Committee
5.1	There shall be an elected committee entrusted with the responsibility of pursuing the Society Objectives above.  The Committee shall consist of the following positions:
5.1.1	Chair
5.1.2	Treasurer
5.1.3	Secretary
5.1.4   Vice President
5.1.5	 Director of Socials

6.0	Committee General Responsibilities
6.1	All matters/functions within the Constitution, Bye-laws and Policies of the SA.
6.2	Responsible for the day-to-day operation of the Society.
6.3	Responsible for any property and premises under the control of the Society.
6.4	In the event of a vacancy occurring on the committee, the committee shall have the power to co-opt a member to fill such vacancies until the next General Meeting.
6.5	To take all reasonably practicable steps to reduce the likelihood of injury to members on Society activities.
6.6 To hold Committee meetings as and when required during the academic year. At least 3 University days notice of meetings must be given to all members of the committee.
6.7 The quorum for a Committee Meeting shall be one-half plus one of the committee members.
7.0	General Meetings
7.1 These shall take place twice per academic year; the first during the first trimester to plan activities, elect any vacant Committee positions and approve Society spending plans for the year; the second in the middle of the second trimester, taking the form of the Annual General Meeting at which the Committee for the following academic year shall be elected.
7.2 All Society members with voting rights shall be entitled to attend and vote in Society General Meetings.
7.3 Extraordinary General Meetings can be called on receipt by the Society Secretary of a written request which must contain a statement of the business to be discussed and the signatures of three members of the current committee or of one quarter of the total membership and giving at least five university days notice.
7.4 At such a meeting no business other than that stated in the request may be discussed. 
7.5 The quorum for General Meetings shall be one-half plus one of Society members.

8.0	Voting
8.1 Each member of the General Meeting or committee has one vote; the Chair has a casting vote in addition to a deliberative vote; proxy votes shall not be permitted.
8.2 Voting on resolutions shall be by a simple majority.

9.0	Finance
9.1 The Society shall operate all its financial transactions within the Financial Regulations of the Students’ Association. 
9.2 In the event of the disbandment of the Society, all assets of the Society shall become the property of the Students’ Association.

10.0	Amendment of Constitution
10.1	Amendments may only be made at a General Meeting.
10.2 	Any changes must be approved by the Societies Policy Group

11.0	Affiliation
11.1	The Society will affiliate to the appropriate National Governing/ Representative Body where appropriate.

12.0	Interpretation
12.1	In the event of a dispute within the Society as to the interpretation of any part of this Constitution, and there being no covering clauses in the Students’ Association Constitution, the decision of the Vice President Activities shall be final.


2

image1.emf

